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tod the value of internal eomnuniie'titions, Taking* advantage of
the emergency to set aside the restrictive rules which deprived
the minor presidencies of all freedom of action, orders were issued
to carry on the work with all practicable speed, and if possible, to
open the road before the ensuing rains. With such lull powers
Lieutenant Fast and his colleagues carried on the work with
vigor, and the Smnpajee Ghat connecting* Mysore with Man ga-
lore through Morciivji the capital of Coorg1 the first road carried
through the Southern Uhals on scientific principles forms a
lasting monument to the professional skill of this young Officer,

Those who saw this noble, work when such works were new,
and observed the intelligent eye and animated face of the young
Engineer by whom It was planned and executed augured a
bright career for one who so early in his service had done so
macli; but Lieutenant Fast's career was a short one. There is a
more formidable enemy to be encountered in Indian Engineering
than the granite precipice or the densest jungle; it is the deadly
fever which lurks in the ravines. To this Lieutenant Fast
fell a victim when carrying out another public work under
Lord Elphinstoni/s orders, and the Madras Corps of Engineers
lost one who promised to rank high even among its Be Hanliimls *
and Cottons. Lord Elphinstone directed that a tablet to Lieute-
nant Fast's memory should be erected at the head of the Sampajee
GMfc. A more lasting monument would have been assigned by
directing that the GMt itself should bear his name and in all
official papers be called East's Ghut,

Although constructed for military purposes, Lord Elphinstone
was fully alive to the commercial advantages <>f this road. It
is true that if selected as a commercial line,, the choice would
have been a mistake, for many a line of far greater importance
in this respect remained unimproved* The portion of Mysore
from which It started was thinly peopled. The Coorgs were
unacquainted with commerce having; been jealously debarred
from, it by their Rajah, and the line which the road followed
was for many a mile through dense jungle. Every tree which
when felled would fall across the road and form a barrier,
had, for military reasons, to be removed^ and this implied a
clearing of from 60 to 100 feet on the slopes of the mountains
and this for continuous miles, for not a single clearing for culti-
vation then existed. But even with these disadvantages the outlay
as a'money speculation has proved a great success. Within a short
period the cost of the road was more than covered by the in-
cr&a&e' 'of the Salt Revenue on the coast, while the easy access
to a 'market >g&ve a stimulus to the agriculture of Coovg, and
boundaries long neglected and almost obsolete began to be care-